
POWELL SCHOOL & TWIN OAKS GARDENS COMMUNITY MEETING  
WEDNESDAY; JUNE 25, 2014 



AGENDA  
A. Introduction 
B. Rules of the Road 
C. Agenda 

• How We Got Here 
• Site Plan with Existing 
• Site Plan with Community Gardens Close-Up  
• Option Considerations  
• Alternate Site Locations  
• Option #1  
• Option #2  
• School Site Plan 
• Next Steps 
• Questions & Answers 
• Contact DGS 
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SITE OVERVIEW 
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School Budget  and Existing Gardens 

Total Budget  is $42 Million 
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Powell School 

Twin Oaks Gardens - SOUTH 

Twin Oaks Gardens - NORTH 



How We Got Here – Project Timeline 
 
 

• 2011/2012 (Academic Year) – School Improvement Team (SIT) Team 
 Formed  

 

• 2011 – Phase 1 & Small Addition (Classrooms, Bathrooms, Hallways & Add 8 
 Classrooms) Design Started for 2012 Construction 

 

• 2011 – DCPS & Community Decided To Expand Project Scope 
 

• 2012 – Phase 1 Grew Into Full Modernization (2 New Additions) 
 

• June 2013 - Powell School Master Plan Design Approved 
 

• Summer 2013 – Building A Renovated 
 

• Winter 2014 – Logistics Planning Discussion Began For Buildings B & C 
 

• May 2014 – Environmental Impact Screening Form (EISF) Review  Approved  
 

• May 2014 – Community Garden Options Began To Be Developed 
 

• June/July 2014 – Community Garden Input Meetings  
 

• July 2014 – Construction Begins On Building C 
 

• 2016 – School Project Complete 
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Community Garden Options Considered 
 

Not Moving The Garden 

Remove Garden 

Consolidation of the 2 Gardens 

Alternative Locations 

Do Not Harm & Do Not Reduce 

Ease of Access 

Garden Growing Season/Cycle  

Same or Increased Amenities 

Impact to Gardeners & Community 

Options Provided From Community 
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SCHOOL SITE PLAN 



Recommendations 

From Twin Oaks 

Gardening Community 
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Recommendations 

From Twin Oaks 

Gardening Community 
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Recommendations 

From Twin Oaks 

Gardening Community 
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DGS ALTERNATE SITE LOCATIONS 
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Pros 
• Accessible from street 
• Flat 
 

Cons 
• Solar Access – Shaded by large trees 
• Too small at 6,000 sf (existing community garden is 14,000 sf) 
• Highly visible and public location might be more appropriate for other 

uses like open play area 

SITE PLAN: OPTION #1 
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SITE PLAN: OPTION #2 
Pros 
• Maximize Green Space at Powell 

ES 
• Good Solar Access for Gardens 
• Views from Garden 
• Central Location 
• Maximize Under Utilized Spaces 
• Equitable to Both DCPS & DPR 

 

 
Cons 
• Brush and Mechanical Equipment 

Needs Removal Required at Parking 
Site 

• Possible Re-grading or retaining wall 
at Parking Site 
 
 
 



 NEXT STEPS 
 

A. Criteria 
1. My Choice Is: Option A or Option B.  
2. Your Residential Address (Petworth/16th Street Heights) 
 
 
 
 

B. Email Address   Deadline: July 11th, 2014 
1. Email Us at my.dgs@dc.gov 
2. Which Option You Prefer 
3. Your Residential Address (Petworth/16th Street Heights) 
 
 
 
 

C. Next Community Meeting:   July 16th at 6 PM 
 

• Review Options 
• Go Through Decision-Making Process 

 
 
 
 

D. Presentation on Website 
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 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
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